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bile Men ſlept, his Enemy came and ſowed 
Tares among the Wheat, and went his Way. 
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READE R. 


7 WELL remember a ſhort Speech 
of a late noble Earl to this Pur- 


poſe c | 5 


« Chriſtianity (ſaid he) is a Reli- 
« gion every Way agreeable to the 
© Nature and Attributes of God; and 


« conducing to the Happineſs of Man, 
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„ 
« both here and for ever hereafter, We 
*« It learned Men would have it juſt el 
*« as Chriſt and his Apoſtles delivered 1 
« it.” See ACT-x.36 "71 
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2 Tim. ii. 23. Fooliſh and un- 


learned Dneſtions avoid. 


The Context from the Beginning of 
the preceding Verſe, runs thus: Flee 
alſo youthful Luſts; but follow Righ- 


teouſneſs, Faith, Charity, Peace, 
with them that call on the Lord out = 
of a pure Heart; but fooliſh and 8 
unlearned. Queſtions avoid, knowing . 
that they do gender Sti fes. 5 bl 
* theſe Words St. Paul lays down ; | , 
a ſhort, but very comprehenſive Rule Þ 


for all Biſhops and ' Paſtors of the * 
Chriſtian Church, as well as for Timothy, Wl 
to whom this Epiſtle was immediately di- 

A rected; 


— p F- 
| . ab $$. 4 


£6] © 
rected; teaching us all what we are tg 
avoid, as well as what we are to follow, 


Would we know what is the Mark or | 


Scope, which we muſt always propoſe t 


ourſelves, and ſtill keep in view through i 


the whole Courſe of our Miniſtry ? We 
have here a plain and full Anſwer :- Fi. 
low Righteouſneſs, Faith, Charity,” Peace, 
with them that call on the Lord out of a pur: 
Heart. In like Manner, would we be fore. 
warned of thoſe Things, which are not on- 
ly in themſelves ſinful, but alſo moſt like- 
ly to render all our Labours in the Go 
pel ineffectual, that we may take Care to 
keep ourſelves free from them? The A- 
poſtle here alſo gives us, for this Purpoſe, 
a double Direction : Firſt, that we ſhould 
flee youthful Luſts; by which he means not 
only Luxury or Senſuality, but alſo Pride, 
Ambition, Arrogance, Contempt of o- 
thers, and ſuch like Inclinations; which 
he calls by the Name of youthful Luſts, be- 
cauſe they are apt to be more predominant 
in thoſe who are young, than in ſuch as 
are grown wiſer by Age and Experience. 
Then Secondly, that we ſhould avoid 
fooliſh and unlearned Queſtions; for which 
he ſubjoins an unanſwerable Reaſon ; name- 
ly, that ſuch Queſtions were ſo Rap from 
contributing any Thing toward the great 
Deſign of the Goſpel Miniſtry, of 9 
e 
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he had juſt before ſpoken, that, on the 


contrary, they were directly oppoſite to, 
and deſtructive of it; as being really of 


no other Uſe but only to gender Strife 


and Contention 3 and thereby not only to 
perplex the Minds of Men (which mult 
needs be prejudicial to the Faith of a Chri- 


ſtian) but alſo to ſet them at Enmity one 


againſt another, to the Ruin of Peace and 


Charity, Now the whole Context being 


much too large a Subject for one ſingle 
Diſcourſe of this Sort; I have made choice 
of a ſmall Part of it only, at preſent to 


be handled in the Words read unto you 
for my Text: Fooliſh and unlearned Que- 


ſtions avoid. 


That fooliſh and unlearncd here are only 
two Words put exactly to denote one 
and and the ſame Thing, is too plain to 


need any Proof, And therefore, that 1 


may keep my Diſcourſe as free from Em- 
barraſſment as I can, I ſhall only retain 


the former of theſe Epithets, and ſpeak 


of fooliſh Queſtions, For the due handling 


of which Subject, as propoſed in my Text, | 


I ſhall endeavour to ſhew, | 
Firſt, What we are here to underſtand 
by fooliſh Queſtions : Or what ſort of Que- 
tions they are, which truly and properly 
come under this Denomination, 
A 4 Ard 
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And Secondly, How far ſuch Queſtin 
are to be avoided. 

As to the former of theſe : Whatſo. 
ever appears to be altogether unſerviceabl; 
to any good End, ſuch a Thing is always 
accounted to be abſolutely and poſitively 
fooriſh. Thus, for Example, to plough 
the barren Sand, to beat the Air, to win. 
now Chaff in which there is not the leaſt 
Mixture of Grain, or to do any ſuch A- 
ction that is altogether unprofitable : 
If the Matter be directly conſidered, and 
in its own proper Nature, is for ever 
juſtly to be taxed with Folly, And this 
is one Reaſon that wicked Men are ſo 
often in the Holy Scriptures called by the 
Appellation of Fools; namely, becauſe 
Sin, directly and in its own Nature con- 
fidered, cannot be ſuppoſed to ſerve any 
good End or Purpoſe: It may indeed 
delude a Man with a vain Expectation, 
but in Truth and Reality it no way con- 
duces to his Happineſs, either here or 
hereafter; and therefore moſt truly de- 
ſerves the Name of Folly, 5 

Again, when a Man propoſes any cer- i 
tain End to himſelf, if the Means which 
he makes uſe of in order thereunto are 
altogether improper and unfit for his De- 
fign: Such Means, however, upon ano- 
ther Occaſion to uſe them, may be an Ar- 

| gument 
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zument of Viſdom, yet, with reſpect to 
nat particular End which is ſo propoſed, 
aſt be lookt upon as fooliſh, For Ex- 
.mple, although it is a Piece of Prudence 


In him who has a Houſe to build, to pro- 


ide Brick, Stone, and Mortar before- 
and for it; yet he who ſhould make Pro- 
iſion of ſuch Sort of Materials for the 
Building of a Ship, would certainly incur 
he Cenſure of great Folly. | | 

From what I have already ſaid, it will 
ollow, that however wiſe or prudent a 

hing may appear to be, with a particular 
ReſpeZt to this or that certain End or Deſign ; 


yet the fame Thing conſidered with another 


ew, may juſtly be reckoned to be moſt 
palpably and egregiouſly fooliſb. For Ex- 
ample, our Bleſſed Saviour expreſsly tells 
us, that the Children of this World are in 
veir Generation wiſer than the Children of 
Liebt. And as an Inſtance of this, he 
lays of the unjuſt Steward (who had de- 
frauded his Lord, in order to ſecure a Sub- 
litence for himſelf) that he had done wiſe- 
„, Luk. xvi. 8. By all which no more 
15 meant but that wicked Men do fre- 
quently act with much Craft or Cunning, 
for the compaſſing of thoſe parlicular De- 
gu, which in this World they propoſe 
to themſelves: But if we conſider the ſame 
Men, with reſpe& to that general End 

which 
_ | 


. a rational Creature ought always to hyp 
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in his View, which is not only his preſen, 
but alſo and chiefly his future Happinek, 
nothing can appear more ſtupid, and ea 
ſottiſn than the Sinner, who, for a li e 
preſent, empty, and even imaginary, ah. 
well as momentary Satisfaction, gives u 
and forteits the Favour of God, the Com 
fort of a good Conſcience, and even th 
eternal Happineſs of Heaven; and ex. 
poſes himſelf to the contrary Miſery both 
here and for ever hereafter, eſca 
I have thus endeavoured as briefly, ad ! 
= as plainly as I could, to ſet forth the {the 
Nature and true Notion of Folly, in te har 
general: And from theſe Premiſſes I con- ſop 
ceive it will not be difficult to draw ſuch all 
Concluſions as may make up a reaſonable I (i! 
Anſwer to. our firſt Enquiry ; namely, NC- 
what Sort of Queſtions are to be look'd i it 
upon as fooliſh. GE: 
Hirſt then, all Queſtions. that are alt U 
_ gether uſeleſs and unprofitable, are jujily uM ** 
| be reputed fooliſh, For if the Matter of a MW © 
Queſtion is of no manner of Uſe nor Pro- U. 
fit, neither the Queſtion itſelf, nor its BY. 
Diſcuſſion or Determination, can poſſibly I ed 
be ſerviceable to any good End or Purpis, i © 
and conſequently the whole muſt as m. A 
ceſſarily come under the Imputation of 
Folly, as ploughing the Sand, or winnon- 


ing 


N | 
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ng of Chaff, or any other Inftance o 


12 

8 hat Sort that can be given. 

4.0 And if, by the Teft of this Rule, we 
vw ſhould proceed to make a Trial of all 
ur chat prodigious Multitude of Queſtions, 
z hich for many Years, or rather Ages, 


have employed the Wits, and taken up 
very much of the Time of abundance of 
learned, or at leaſt fubtile Men: How 
ex. few of them are there which, upon an 
o Minpartial Examination, would be able to 

eſcape the ſevereſt Cenſure of this Sort? 
na Let a thorough Search be made into 
the W the very great Number of Volumes, which 
the have been publiſhed not only in Philo- 
nM fophy, but Divinity alſo ; and a Liſt of 
ch all the Queſtions there laboriouſly handled 
ble if the Thing were poflible) particularly 
ly, WW drawn out of them all; and then let any 
Life Man ſpeak plainly, and ſhew if he 

can, what real Benefit, Profit, or Advan- 
age do, or can the greateſt Part of them 
„ay way bring to Mankind. There is no 
doubt indeed but that many Queſtions, 
0. truly uſeful in all Faculties, have been 
its nightly propoſed, judiciouſly ſtated, learn- 
ly WI <dly diſcuſſed, and well and profitably de- 


WF termined, in almoſt all Ages, of which 


any certain Monuments have been tranſ- 
of mitted tous; but at the ſame Time it 1s 
- WW evident that Learning has been all along 

| not 
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L 72 ] 
not improved, but moleſted, retarded, 
and even diſtorted by a vaſt Number d. 
trifling Diſputations, which, when wel 
conſidered, are no way found, on the one 
Side or the other, in the leaſt to contri. 
bute either to make Men wiſer or better, 
or happier, or more acceptable to God, 
or more uſeful or ſerviceable one to ano. 
ther, than if ſuch Things or Matters had 
never been once thought of, To ſay no- 
thing of the Strife and Contention which 
they have begotten amongſt Men of Learn. 
ing, or at leaſt the Pretenders to it, and 
the Sects and Parties into which they have 
often divided both the Philoſophers and 
the Divines, whoſe bare Authority has 
drawn their ignorant Followers into no 
{mall Part of the Contention. In the 
Midſt of all which, however ſparing we 
may or ought to be of the Perſons of Men, 


ſtandir 
to pre 
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each 
Dr, a\ 
er al 
omes 
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yet as to very many of the Queſtions where i 
in they have employed and buſied both H. A 
themſelves and others, I think we may I 12 


with all Aſſurance pronounce them to be 
fooliſh ; becauſe, being altogether uſcleſ and Nude 
unprofitable, it was, and is impoſſible that 
they could, or can be ſerviceable to ary Ihe 
Manner of good End or Purpoſe, although W: 
we ſhould ſuppoſe that no other Miſchict uff 
or Inconvenience, beſide the bare Lois 
of Time, had followed from them. k 

| N But 


[13] 
But ſome perhaps will fay, that how- 
ver inſignificant theſe Sort of Queſtions, 
Kirectly and in themſelves may be; yet 
ſtill there is a very good Uſe that may 
de made of them, for the whetting of 
he Wit, and exerciſing of the Under- 
ſtanding of thoſe that are young, in order 
to prepare them for the Reception of 
ore uſeful and neceſſary Knowledge. 
each a Man to ſhoot well at a Mark 
or, a Man of Straw, and he will be the bet- 
er able to level at the Enemy when he 
omes into the Field: And if you inſtruct 
outh well in the Art of Diſputation, al- 
ough it be but upon trivial Subjects, yet 
his itſelf will qualify them in proper 
ime to maintain and defend more im- 
portant Truths againſt all that oppoſe 
hem. And therefore, for this Reaſon a- 
one, if there were no other, it will be 
aid that ſuch Queſtions are not univer- 
illy to be condemned, as altogether uſe- 
«ls and fooliſh, 
Tanſwer, that were the State of a Que- 
ion is clear and diſtin, the Terms well 
aderſtood, and the Notions by them 
oaveyed unto us plain and intelligible ; 
though the Matter of it in itſelf be of 
ile or no Importance; yet ſtill the Diſ- 
uſion of it may be of good Uſe toward 
ming the Underſtanding. of thoſe who 
De are 
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are young, and thereby enabling them in ect 


due Time, to judge the more exactly gf 
Things of greater Moment; and conſe. 
quently the Queſtion itſelf ought not to 
be cenſured as abſolutely fooliſh, But un- 
neceſſarily to multiply even ſuch Queſtions 
as theſe, or to ſpend too much Time about 
them, and thereby turn that into a great 
Part of the Bu/ineſs of Life, which ought 
only to have been a ſhort Preparation for 
it; and beyond this, to introduce a multi- Fo 
tude of Queſtions, that are not only trifling, ior 
but alſo dark and intricate, and the very mat 
State and Meaning of them hardly if at . 
all diſtinctly intelligible ; and yet farther, rg 
to intermix theſe obſcure and perplex'd IF.” 
Notions with the Things that belong to het 
Religion and Conſcience, and by them, nt 
rather than by Gods own Word, to pro- iden 
nounce and determine even in Matters of ſ='"*t 
Faith and Duty (which yet has frequently IM" [ 
and notoriouſty been done among Chriſti- 
ans) cannot in my Opinion eſcape the Im- 
putation of Folly : As being not only uſe- 
leſs and altogether unprofitable, but very 
pernicious both to the Soundneſs of Learn- 
ing and Purity of Religion; by taking 
Men off from more uſeful Studies, by g- 
ving their Underſtandings a very wrong i 
Turn; and (which is worſt of all) by 
raiſing a Miſt, and thereby rendring the 
| Doctrines 


Ls 


| 


[x5] © 
Doctrines of Faith, and the Rules of Pra- 
ice, which God has plainly delivered in 
is Word (as far as they are to be beliey- 
ed and followed) in many Caſes: both ob- 
cure and intricate, as I ſhall preſently. 
have Occaſion farther to mention; and 
is brings me from the general Conſide- 
ation of fooliſh Queſtions, to a more par- 
cular one, with ſpecial reference to Mat- 
ers of Religion. 

For a ſecond Rule therefore on this Oc- 
:fion, I lay it down that where it is bo- 
and the Power of Man to determine a Quæ- 
n, ſuch a Queſtion ought all Times 10 be 
uk'd upon as fooliſh, but particularly ſo when 


0 is brought in as Matter of Religion. 
o here the very Terms of a Queſtion are 


b. Nointelligible, or there is no ſufficient E- 
4 idence either from Reaſon or Authority: 
of Nrhether divine or human) to proceed up- 
. It is as impoſſible for us to determine 
ti. Ich a Queſtion as this, as it would be for 
n. Jen born Blind to judge of Light and 
e. Nolours, or thoſe who are in one King- 
ry En to tell what is doing in another at 
n. Thouſand Miles diſtance. And where 
ng s impoſſible to come to any rational 
* probable Determination, there ſurely 
begin or to keep up a Diſputation can 


by Fer be the Part of a wiſe Man; and 
he tt of all ſo, when Religion, upon which 


Our 


[ 26 ] 
our eternal Happineſs depends, is drayy 
in and made a Party in the Contention, 
This is ſo plain as to need no farther 
Proof; and from it we may draw thi 
very uſeful Inference; that where we hay 
no manner of Knowledge or Information cn 
cerning a Doctrine, but what we have n. 
ceived from God, by his revealed Word cu. 
tained in the Holy Scriptures; all other Que. 
tions concerning the Explication or Truth 
ſuch a Doctrine, muſt be reputed as fulj 
(becauſe impoſſible by us, both for want 
of Capacity, and Evidence to be determi- 
ned) except this one; namely, what is tf Dig 
true Senſe and Meaning of thoſe Paſſages if 
Holy Scripture, wherein this ſame Doctrine 
either is, or is ſuppoſed to be delivered off Alt 
touched upon? Or in other Terms,“ What of: 
jg it which God propoſes explicitly to 
be believed in this, or theſe Paſſages o 
Holy Scripture? The true Interpre- N allt 
tation of the Holy Scriptures ought, no ly a 
doubt, by all proper Means to be ſought beer 
for; or elſe to what Purpoſe (can we 
imagine) has God given them to us? But 
it being certain, and accordingly allowe 
that in Matters of mere Revelation, we have 


no way of making the leaſt Diſcovery; plal 
beyond what God by thoſe ſacred WritF into 
ings has been pleaſed to communicate to ac. 


us: What can be more abſurd than fo ploy 
Men 


127 
Men to pretend to go farther in their 
Search, than either they have any Guide 
to direct them, or Light by which to ſee 
their Way, 

For Example, the Being of God, his 
Eternity, Wiſdom, Power, Juſtice, Good- 
neſs, and Providence: The Obligation 
that lies upon all rational Creatures to 


conform themſelves to his Will or Law: 


The great Rules of Duty towards God, 
ourſelves, and all other Men, to which 
we are bound to give Obedience: The 
Diſtribution of Rewards and Puniſhments 
in another Life, and that in order there- 
unto, the Soul ſhall ſurvive the Body; 

all this, I ſay, may with very great Strength 
of Argument be gathered and concluded, 
antecedently to all Revelation, from thoſe 
Principles of common Reaſon, in which 
all thinking Men do generally and readi- 
ly agree, And therefore, ſince God has 
been pleaſed to make theſe Things in a 
great Meaſure the Objects of that Reaſon, 
which he has implanted on the very Na- 
ture of Mar, we may and indeed we 
ought to make uſe of our Reaſon in ex- 
plaining, proving, and farther enquiring 
into them; ; it being the Buſineſs of every 
Faculty to be converſant. with, and em- 
ploy itſelf upon its own Objects, And 
though he has alſo been pleaſed to give 
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us a farther Aſſurance of all theſe ſame 
Things by Revelation, in his Holy Word 
(for which Cauſe we believe them alſo 
upon his Authority) yet their thus be. 
coming Objects of Faith, does not alter 
the Nature of the Things themſelves, or 
conſequently make them ceaſe to be Oh. 
jects of Reaſon : Nor is it any Abſurdity 
to ſay that Reaſon and Faith may at the 
ſame be exerciſed about them; Reaſon as 
far as they may be- concluded from the 
Principles of Reaſon and Faith, as they 
come alſo teſtified unto us by the Autho- 
_ rity of God himſelf, Thus, although by 
natural Reaſon alone, it may be proved 
that God made the World, and the inv- 
ſible Things of him from the Creation if 
the World, are clearly ſeen (1. e. made 
Enown) being underſtood by the Things that 
are made, even his eternal Power and God- 
head (Rom i. 20.) Yet through Faith alſo 
 wve underſtand that the Worlds were framed 
y the Word of God; fo that Things which 


are ſeen, were not made of Things which do 


appear, HE B. xi. 3. 
But there are other Doctrines contained 
in Holy Scripture, of which our Keaſon 
neither could, nor ever can make the 
leaſt Diſcovery, but what is made unto 
us by ſapernatural Revelation from God. 
As that theſe three, the Father, the World, 


and 


[79] 
and ihe Holy Ghoſt are one, 1 Jon. v. 7. That 
in the Beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Ward WAS 
God, Jon. i. 1. That the Word was made 
Fleſb, and dwelt amongſt us. That #is Glory 
was as of the only Bigolten of the Father, 
y 14. That in him "dwelleth all the ful- 
neſs of the Godhead bodily, Cor. ii. 9. That 
upon Chriſt's withdrawing his bodily Pre- 
ſence from his Diſciples, another Comforter 
which is the Holy Ghoſt, was by the Father 
to be ſent in Chriſt's Name, to abide with 
them for ever, to dwell with them, and be 
in them, to teach them all things, Jon. xiv. 
16, 17, 26. and to guide them into all 
Truth, Chap. xvi. 13. That Chriſt Jeſus 
gave himſelf. a Ranſom to all, 1 TI X. ii. 
5, 6. That be is the Propitiation for our 
Sins, and for the- Sins of the whole World, 
1 Jon, ii. 2. Inu whom we have Redemp- 
tion through his Blood, the Forgiveneſs of 
Sins, EPH. i. 7. And that the Cup of 
Blejing which we bleſs is the Communion of 
the Bld of Chriſt, and the Bread which 
we break the Communion of the Body of © 
Chriſt, 1 Cor. x. 16. All this i 
with more to the like Purpoſe, that fre- 
quently occurs in Holy Scripture, 1s what 
the Reaſon of Man would never ſo much 
as once have thought of, if God had not 
been pleaſed to make it known unto us; 
B 2 nor 
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nor is it poſſible for us in all, or any of 
theſe Things, to make the leaſt farther Diſ- 
covery, beyond what is ſo made known; 
as moſt evidently appears ſrom the fruit- 
leſs Attempts of ſo many learned Men, 
who inſtead of making theſe Matters clear- 
er than God has already thought fit him- 
ſelf to make them, have, by their curi- 
ous and voluminous Diſputations about 
them, only involved them in greater Ob- 
ſcurity: And it is of theſe, and ſuch 
Points as theſe, which are made known 
unto us by Revelation only, that I am to 
be underſtood when I ſay that the only 
Enquiry, which we are to make con- 


cerning the Explication or Truth of them, 


or any of them, is what 1s the true Senſe 
and Meaning of thoſe Paſſages of Holy Scrip- 
ture, Wherein they either are, or are ſup- 
Poſed to be delivered or touched upon. For, 


although it is the Duty of every Man ac- 
cording to his Ability, to ſearch the Scrip- 


tures, Jon. v. 39. and to make the beſt 
Enquiry he can into the true Meaning of 


thoſe Things which the Spirit of God has 


there delivered, that he may fully ander- 
ſtand what the Will of the Lord is, EPH. 
v. 17. Yet, as long as we are in this 


Life, we muſt be content' to know in 


part, and propheſy in part, 1 CoR. Xill. 9. 
And to /ee through a Glaſs darkly, y 1. 
| . 


1 
And if we will not confine ourſelves with- 
in the Limits which God has thought fit 
to ſet us, and be ſatisfied with 2hoſe Things 
which are revealed, and therefore belong un- 
to us and to our Children; but will be pry- 
ing farther into the ſecret Things, which 
b:long unto the Lord our God, DEUT, xxix. 
29, And attempt to make Enquiries be- 
yond what Reaſon 1s able to diſcover, or 
we have any Revelation to direct us; as 
all our Labour herein muſt needs be in 
vain, and therefore fooli/þ; ſo will it alſo 
be a great Aggravation of our Folly, that 
ſuch Sort of Enquiries are not only very 
preſumptuous, -but alſo of miſchievous 
Conſequence to Religion; as I ſhall have 
farther occaſion by and by to obſerve. 
Thirdly, Where the Determination of a 
Pueſtion contributes nothing towards the Sal- 
vation of any Man, ſuch a Queſtion, how- 
ever wiſe it may be thought in other re- 
ſpects, yet with reſpect to Religion, is no 
heller than fooliſh. | 
St. Paul tells us that he Goſpel of Chriſt 
is the Power of God unto Salvation, to every 
one that believeth, Rom. i. 16. The Sal- 
vation of Man was the End and Deſign 
of Chriſt's coming into the World. The 
Son of Man (ſays he) is come to ſeek and to 
Jave that which was loſt, Luk. xix. 10. 


God fo loved the World that he gave his on- 
ly 
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Iy begotten Son, that whoſoever believeth in 
him ſhould nat periſh, but have everlaſting 
| Life, Jon. iii. 16. And the only Motive 
which he has propoſed for our embraci 
his Religion is, that he that believeth and is 
baptized ſhall be ſaved, but be that believeth 
not ſhall be damned, MAR. xvi. 16. And 
the ſame alſo is the Deſign of every one 
who accordingly embraces it. Good Maſter, 
what good thing ſhall I do, that I may have 
eternal Life? ſays the young Man to 
Chriſt, Mar. xix. 16. His Anſwer is, 
if thou wilt enter into Life keep the Com- 
mandments, Yy 17. And what muſt I 
do to be ſaved ? ſays the Keeper of the Pri- 
ſon to Paul and Silas, AcT. xvi. 30. Aud 
they ſaid believe on the Lord Feſus Chrif 
and thou ſhalt be ſaved, and thy Houſe, 
y 31. From all which, and more that 
might be added, as well as the Reaſon of 
the Thing, we may moſt certainly con- 
clude that the everlaſting Salvation of Man 
is the only End and Deſign of Religion. O. 
ther Ends and Deſigns, no doubt, are 
to be ſerved by it; but then they are ei- 
ther the ſame in effect with this, as the 
glorifying of God (which differs only in 
Notion, and not in Reality from our Sal- 
vation) or wholly ſubſervient to it; 25 
Peace, Proſperity, and a good Conſcience in 
this World, which are always to mn 
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rected to the promoting of our Happi- 
neſs in the next. 

Since then the End and Deſign of Re- 
ligion which God has appointed, and e- 
very Man ought to propoſe to himſelf in 
it, 1s eternal Salvation, and whatſoever 
does not anſwer the End of a Thing, muſt 
in reſpect to that thing be accounted fooli/h 
it follows that as in the Inſtance already 
given, we might juſtly cenſure a Man of 
Filly, who ſhould take Care to provide 
Bricks and Mortar for the Building of a 
Ship; ſo certainly can it never be look'd 
upon as a Piece of Wiſdom, in Diſcourſes 
of Religion, to bring in Queſtions in 
which the Salvation of Man is no way 
concerned. 

All who profeſs Chriſtianitywith any De- 
gree of Sobriety, do thus far in the gene- 
ral agree, that in order to everlaſting Sal- 
vation, God requires from every Man 
according to the belt of his Capacity, that 
he honeſtly and ſincerely believe, and 
profeſs to believe all thoſe Truths which 
by the Goſpel are made neceſſary on our 
Part to be received and embraced ; that 
he be duly received into the Church by 
Baptiſm in the Name of the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Ghoſt ; that he repent 
of his Sins, and lead his Life conforma- 
* unto God's Commands; that he fre- 

quently 


124] 47 
quently partake of the Holy Communion 
of the Body and Blood of Chriſt ; and 
that he give all due Obedience to all his 
lawful Governors, both Civil and Eccle. 
ſiaſtical. And therefore as far as the 
handling of any Queſtion may tend to 
give us a juſt Notion of theſe Things, 
and confirm us in the Belief and Practice 
of them, or any of them, ſo far ſuch Que. 
ſtions are to be eſteemed as wiſe and uſe- 
ful with reſpect to Religion, becaule they 


promote the great End of it, that is to 
ſay, the Salvation of Man. But beſides 
theſe, there are a Multitude of other 


Queſtions that have been brought into 
Books of Divinity, and ſometimes alſo 
into the Pulpit, which at beſt ſerve only 
to gratify a curious Itch of Diſputation, 
and are no way ſerviceable towards the 
confirming of our Faith, or directing of 
our Practice in order to our eternal Hap- 


pineſs; and therefore with reſpect to Re- 


ligion, moſt juſtly ſtand chargeable with 
Folly; whatever Wit or Learning may o- 
therwiſe appear to be in them. 

Fouribiy and Laſtly, Where a Trut! 
ſufficiently manifeſt in itſelf (as far as it is 
neceſſary to be known) 75, by the Manner 


of propoſing or diſcuſſing a Queſtion, made 


obſcure or doubiſul; ſuch a Queſtion, or at 
leaſt the Manner of propoſing or diſcuſſing 


it, 


© 35:1 


it, muſt, with reſpect to Religion, be always 


accounted fooliſh. This Rule I find fu 


geſted by Thomas Aquinas *, I with he and 


others had been careful to obſerve it. 

All thoſe Truths, the Knowledge of 
which God has thought fit to make any 
way neceſſary to our eternal Happineſs ; 
as far as they are ſo neceſſary , are ſo clear 
in themſelves, or ſo plainly propoſed to 
us in Holy Scripture, that it is hard for 
a ſincere and impartial Enquirer, if he 


proceeds in a direct Way, to miſs them or 


any of them. But learned Men have too 
commonly reckoned it as a great. Part of 


their Glory, to diſpute probably on each 


Side of a Queſtion, and ſometimes to 
raiſe very ſtrong Objections, even againſt 
the true Opinion, that they might have 
the greater Credit by ſolving them: In 
order whereunto they have brought into 


Divinity, as well as Philoſophy, a great 


Number of hard Words, Terms of Art, 
and ſubtle Diſtinctions. By the dextrous 


Uſe and Application of which, it is often 


eaſy for an ingenious Man to give an Air 
of Obſcurity to that which is plain, of 
Truth to that which is falſe, and of Falſ- 
hood to that which is true. And hence it 


Juando manifeflum proj onitur ut dubium. Com. in 
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has come to paſs, that although all that 


God can be ſuppoſed to require from any 
Man, in order to his Salvation, is moſt 
evidently comprehended under theſe two 


Heads, that is to ſay, to believe ſuch 


Truths as he has made known, as far a; 
he has thought fit to make them known, 
and to obey ſuch Laws as he has given; 
and conſequently all Queſtions in Matters 
of Religion muſt of neceſſity, in like 
Manner, be reducible to theſe two; name- 
ly, Hirſt, What has God made known? 
and how far has he made it known? 
And Secondly, What has God commanded 
or forbidden; And how far does the O- 
bligation of this or that Divine Law ex- 
tend? Both which Things ſeem not very 
difficult to a ſober Man, well ſtudied in 
the Holy Scriptures, upon moſt Occaſi- 
ons to reſolve: Notwithſtanding this, 1 
ſay, ſuch a Liberty has been taken by 
learned Men not only to multiply, but 


alſo to perplex Queſtions, and that in the 


Practical as well as ſpeculative Part of Di- 
vanity ; that abundance of their Books are 


become meer Labyrinths, and inftead of 


being a Help, are no ſmall Hindrance in 

our Way to heavenly Knowledge. | 
Had they taken this Liberty only 1n the 

bare Speculations of human Philoſophy, or 


extended it no farther than to Matters of 


a meer 
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[ 27 | 
2 meer temporal or worldly Concern, it 
had been much leſs culpable ; although 
upon any occaſion to perplex the Under- 
ſtandings of Men, and render them con- 
fuſed, can never be truly commendable : a 
But thus to raiſe a Miſt in Matters of Pl 
Faith and Duty, and thereby to make the | 
Way. to Heaven more dark and difficult 1 
to be found than otherwiſe by much it 
would be, is not only uſeleſs towards the 
Deſign of Religion (which is to bring 
Men to eternal Salvation) but alſo ſo di- 
rectly deſtructive of it, that it may well 
be charged with Impiety as well as Folly. 
And thus I have endeavoured with as 
much Brevity and Plainneſs as I could, to 
lay down certain Rules, whereby we ma 
upon all Occaſions know what 2ueſtions 
are to be reckoned as fooliſh, and more 
eſpecially ſo with relation to Matters of 
Religion. It would be very eaſy to give 
abundance of particular Inſtances of ſuch 
Sort of Queſtions (as by a Multitude of N 
Writers they have been brought in) un- || 
der almoſt all the Heads both of doctri- | | 
f 


8 „ 


* 8 
92 
* 


8 


—— 


* 
2 r R ] N 45S, TE et" Ros ag 42 46.4 : 
= 1 * 8 3 


nal and practical Divinity. As the Attri- 

butes and internal Actions of God, the ©! |}! 

Nature of the Union, and Diſtinction of 

Perſons in the bleſſed Trinity, the hypo- f 

ſtatick Union of the two Natures in Chriſt, | 
C / rs P redeſti- 
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Predeſtination, Original Sin, Grace, th 


Nature and Number of the Sacraments, 


with the Manner of their conferring Grace, 
Satisfaction for Sin, Merit of good Works; 
the Manner of Chriſt's Preſence in the 
Holy Euchariſt, Faith, Hope, Charity, 
Oaths, Vows, and almoſt every other 
Thing wherein Religion is any way con- 
cerned : In all which they have not been 


content to enquire what is that Truth which 


God has made known, and we are bound to 
Believe; and what are thoſe Laws to which 
he requires our Obedience (which, as I have 
already ſaid, is all that is or can be neceſ- 
ſary) but they have indulged their Cu- 
rioſity (many of them) to the very utmoſt, 
in putring many Queſtions that are alto- 
gether uſeleſs and trifling; many that are 
impoſſible for the Wit of Man to deter- 
mine, or ſometimes even to underſtand; 

many which no way in the leaſt conduce 


to Man's Salvation; and Laſtiy, Many of 


them propoſed, ſtated, and handled after 


ſuch a Manner, as to 1 the Mind in 


greater Perplexity and Confuſion after the 
reading of them than it was before. But 
the Time will not allow me here to en- 
large; and therefore I muſt leave this to 


vour own Obſervation, and proceed to 


ſay ſomething on the 
Second 


| [ 29 ] 
| Second general Head propoſed, which 
was, How far ſuch fooliſh Queſtions are to be 


avoided. 


In the frft Place then, if we may ſup- 


poſe that none of theſe Queſtions were 
already moved; or, as far as this Suppoſi- 
tion yet holds, it is and would be the Du- 
ty of every Man to the beſt of his Power, 
to ſuppreſs and keep them in perpetual 


Silence, without ever making the leaſt 


mention of them. The Reaſon hereof is 
plain from what has been juſt now ſaid: 
For why ſhould our Thoughts be divert- 
ed or taken off from what is really good 
and uſeful, by ſuch Speculations as are 


wholly uſeleſs and unprofitable, or it may 
be never well to be underſtood, and there- 


fore not likely to bring us to any fix'd 
or ſettled Determination of Judgment? 


Or why ſhould we offer to intermix ſuch 


Things with Religion as no way ſerve the 


true End and Deſign of it, which is Man's 
Salvation, and very often tend only to 


perplex it with Doubts and Difficulties ? 
Nor ought it to be paſſed over without a 
Remark, that St. Paul has been particu- 
larly zealous in his Admonitions touching 
theſe Sort of Queſtions, in order to have 
prevented, if he could, the great Miſchief 
which he foreſaw they were likely to do 
to the Chriſtian Church and Religion. 
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Thus, y 14. before my Text, charging 
rhem (ſays he) before the Lord, that they 
ſtrive not about Words to no Profit, but 10 
the ſubverting of the Hearers. Study to ſhew 


thyſelf approved unto God, a Workman that 
 needeth not to be aſba med, rightly dividing 
the Word of Truth. But ſpun prophant 15 


vain Bablings; for they will increaſe unio 
more Ungodlineſs. And their Words will eat 
as doth a Canker, 

1 TIM. i. 4. He gives a Caution againſt 


ſuch Thingsas miniſter Queſtions rather than 


godly ediſying and Chap. vi. 4. he ſevere- 


ly cenſures thoſe who dote about Queſtions 
and Strifes of Words, whereof cometh Envy, 


Strife, Railings, evil dur miß ings, perverſe 


Diſputings. 


Again, Col. ii. 8. Beware (ſays he) left 
any Man ſpoil you through Philoſophy ” 
vain Deceit. And Tir. iii. 8. This is 
faithful Saying, and theſe Things I will that 
thou afjirm conſtantly, that they which have 
believed in God, might be careful to maintain 
good Works. 7 heſe Things are good and pro- 


Itable unto Men. But avoid fooliſh Queſtions, 


Where from the Oppo/ition that he makes, 


we may plainly gather that all ſuch Que- 
ſtions as no Way conduce to our Belief in 


God, and the Doctrine which he has deli- 


vered, or to the Practice of good Works, 
are 


| ( 37 ] 
are with reſpect to the Buſineſs of Reli- 
gion, tO be accounted as fooliſb. 

The very ſame Oppoſition he alſo makes 
in the Place from whence I have taken 
my Text : Flee alſo youthful Luſts, but fol- 
low Righteouſneſs, Faith, Charity, Peace, 
with them that call on the Lord out of a pure 
Heart, Then it follows by way of Op- 
poſition, but fooliſh and uniearned Queſtions 
avoid: To which let me add the folemn 
Charge, wherewith he concludes his firſt 
Epiſtle to Timothy. O Timothy, keep that 
which is committed to thy Truſt, avoiding pro- 
fane and vain Babblings, and Oppoſilians of 
Science falſly ſo called, which ſome profeſſing 
have erred concerning the Faith. | 

After all which, what an aſtoniſhing 
Thing is it, that in direct Oppoſition to 
St. Paul's Authority, as well as to the 
clear Reaſon of the Thing, ſuch a vaſt 
Number of theſe uſeleſs, unprofitable, and 
even fooli/þ Notions and Queſtions ſhould 
be bronght in and intermixed- with the 
Chriſtian Religion, nay, and oftentimes 
lo great a Streſs laid upon them, even by 


thoſe who acknowledge the divine Inſpi- 


ration of all this great Apoſtle's Writings? 


As will ſoon be manifeſt to all who take 
but a little Pains to acquaint themſelves 


with the Books that have been written, 
more eſpecially ſince the Introduction of 
E what 
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[ 32 ] 
what we call School Drouzly: into the 
Church. 

Or if neither the Authority of St, Paul 
nor the Folly of the Thing could put a Stop 
to them; yet methinks the evil and per- 
nicious Conſequences that always attend 
theſe fooliſi Queſtions, ſhould have prevail- 
ed with all Chriſtians to avoid them. For 


they are not only unproſitable and vain, 


TITr. iii. 9. and a Hindrance to Men in 
their Way to Heaven; but they corrupt 
tbeir Mind from the Simplicity that is in 
Chriſt, 2 Cos, xi. 3. they gender Slrifes, 
2 Trx| i 23, to the Deſtruction of 
Peace and Charity; they divide firft the 
Schools, and then the Church itſelf into 


Sects and Parties, and thereby give the 


common Enemy an Opportunity of tri— 
By this Means 
the once flouriſhing Eaſtern Church“ was 


brought to Deſolation z and how far the 
like may give the Papacy an Advantage 
againſt the Reformation, or expoſe Chri- 


ſtianity, and even all Religion, to Infidels 
or Atheiſts, is what God only can foreſee, 
but we ſhould endeavour carefully to pre- 
vent. 

Thus far then we may certainly. con- 


clude, that where fooliſh Queſtions are not 
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ready ſtarted, it is the Duty of every 
Man as much as he can to ſuppreſs them, 
and for ever to keep them from being 
moved. 

But the Caſe is otherwiſe now; fooliſh 
Queſtions have long ſince got Poſſeſſion of 
the Minds of Men ; many have ſet a great 
Value upon them, as if the beſt Part of 


Learning conſiſted in them; and ſome of 


them are become the F oundation of divers 
Errors in Religion. If therefore, in theſe 
Circumſtances, we ſhould wholly avoid, 
and upon no Account ſo much as meddle 
with them; it would give a great Ad- 
vantage to cunning and deſigning Men, 
who by the Help of ſuch Queſtions as 
theſe, and their perplex'd Way of hand- 
ling them, endeavour to make the People 
believe that in Matters of Religion they 
are wholly unable to judge for themſelves, 
and therefore, as they value their -Salva- 
tion, muſt entirely give themſelves up to 
1 Conduct of their Guides. Where- 
ore, 

Secondly, When fooliſh Queſtion cannot 
entirely and altogether be avoided, yet ſtill 
t is our Duty to avoid the Fally, and as 
much as we can to prevent the ill Conſe- 
quences of them. 

The Folly and ill Conſequences of this 
Sort of Queſtions moſt ons conſiſt 

in 
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in theſe three T hings: Firſt, That often- 
times Men perplex their Minds and wran- 
gle with others about ſuch Things as ei- 
ther are unintelligible to us, or for want 
of ſufficient Evidence or Authority, can- 


not be determined by us. Secondly, That 
oftentimes Men embrace Error . Truth, 
Or, Thirdly, That ſometimes they de- 
termine that to be neceſſary to Salvation 
which really is not ſo. Wherever there- 
fore we are under a Neceſſity of handling 


any Queſtion, which in itſelf is but fooliſb, 


but yet not thought ſo by others; we 
_ muſt, 


In the firſt Place, conſider well whe- 
ther it is poſſible for us upon any good 
Grounds, ever to come to a Determina- 
tion of it: And if it be not, then all we 
have to do is to ſhew that the Queſtion is 


No more but a bare Noiſe of Words, with- 


out a certain and determinate Significa- 
tion; or elſe that there is no Proof to be 
had, either from the Reaſon of Things or 
any ſufficient Authority, whether humane 
or divine, upon which we may come toa 
determinate Concluſion of the Matter; 
and beyond this to diſpute about Things 
that are unintelligible, or for any o- 
ther Reaſon undeterminable, every one 
muſt own to be but Labour loſt, an 
conſequently great Folly. Shes 
Secondly, 
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Secondly, If the Queſtion be intelligible 
and poſſible to be determined; then we 
muſt proceed to fix the Meaning of the 


Terms, and conſider the Strength of ſuch 


Proofs as are to be produced both on the 
me Side and the other. For if we do not 
nke the true Senſe of a Queſtion, it is 
s the fame Thing as if 1t were abſo- 
ately unintelligible. And though we 
rightly underſtand the State of it, yet It 
z; impoſſible for us to determine it (and 
therefore in vain to attempt it) until we 
have well conſidered the Arguments that 
are brought on both Sides. 

Thirdly and Laſtly, When upon good 


and found on which Side of it the Truth 
es; yet ſtill it may be another Queſtion 
bow far the believing or putting in Pra- 
Cice ſuch a Truth is neceſſary in order to 
nal Salvation. Here then we are again 
o conſider and weigh the Arguments that 
re brought on both Sides, that is to ſay 
or and againſt its being neceſſary to Salva- 
n; without which it would be as great 
Folly to pronounce Sentence upon the 
ce/ity, as before upon the Truth of any 
ling whatſoever, | | 4 
And thus I have done with the ſecond 
hing propoſed, which was to ſhew How 
ar fooliſh Queſtions are to be avoided. The 
A pplics- 


Grounds we have determined a Queſtion, 


! 
Application of all that has been ſaid to 
that Multitude of Queſtions to which the 
ſame may juſtly be extended, would be 
Work rather-for a Volume than the latter 
Part of a Sermon. And therefore I leave 
it to your own Chriſtian Prudence and 
Diſcretion ; beſeeching God to grant that 
we may all be ſo filled with the Knowles: 


of bis Will in all Wiſdom and ſpiritual Under. | 


ſtanding, Col. i. 9. as may moſt tend 
to his Glory, and the Salvation both of 
ourſelves, and thoſe who are committed 


to our Charge, through 7e/us Chriſt, &c. 
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Contending for the FAITH. 
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Beloved, when I gave all Diligence to 


write unto you of the common Sal- 
vation, it was needful for me to 
write unto you, and exhort you ear- 
neſtly to contend for the Faith which 
was once delivered unto the Saints, 


Points which from theſe Words I 
chiefly deſign to inſiſt upon; it 

vill be very proper to take Notice of ſome 
other very profitable Things which are 
therein ſuggeſted to us. I ſhall only men- 
uon them, the Time not allowing me to do 
| more 


B':. ORE I come to handle thoſe 


I] [1] 


neſs to watch, Hes. xiii. 17. And if any 
of our People do not make us a ſuitable 


come Evil with Good, Ro M. Xii. 2 1. And 
ſelves, 2 TIM. it. 25. This from the 
the Mark which every Preacher and Teach. 
er of the Goſpel ought always to have i 


his View. What was it that St. Jude gat. 
all Diligence io write of ? He himſelf te! 


L 40] 


more) and leave the fuller Conſideration us 
of them to your own private Meditation. T. 


Firſt then, we may obſerve the tender to 
Affection with which the Apoſtle addreſſs di 
himſelf to the People to whom he writes, J in 
He calls them his Beloved; and this Loe an 
he ſhews in that affectionate Prayer which ful 


Juſt before he had put up for them: T. 
Mercy unio you, and Peace and Love le of 


multiplied, gy 2. The ſame. Word [B.. C 
loved] we often find to be made uſe of by Y m 
others of the Apoſtles in the ſame Man- 


ner. for 


_ Chriſtian Charity ought ſincerely to be ſti 


ſhewn, as we have Opportunity to all Mei, | *© 


eſpecially unto them that are of the Houſhili i © 
of Faith, GAL. vi. 10. But their ought 
to be a very peculiar Love in a Paſtor for 
his People; for whoſe Souls it is his Buſi. 


Return; yet ſtill it is our Duty to oe. 


in Meekneſs lo inſtruct thoſe that oppoſe then- 


Word Beloved. 4 
Secondly, We have here pointed out to Us 


U 


I] | 

us here, it was of the common Salvation: 
That is to ſay, to give ſuch Inſtructions 
to all who would receive them, as might 
direct them in the Way to that everlaſt- 
ing Happineſs which God has provided, 
and Chriſt has purchaſed for all who faith- 
fully ſerve him. And that the very ſame 
Thing was the only Aim of all the reſt 
of the Apoſtles and firſt Preachers of 


Chriſtianity, is from the whole New Teſta- 


ment evident beyond Exception. 

In framing all our Sermons or Diſcourſes 
for our People, we ought to put this Que- 
ſtion home to ourſelves: ++ Will theſe 
« Things contribute to the eternal Salva- 
« tton of thoſe that hear us?” If not, 
for what End do we propoſe them ? Take 
heed unto thyſelf, and unto thy Doctrine; 
continue in them; for in doing this thou ſhalt 
both ſave thyſelf and them that hear thee, 
ſays St. Paul to Timothy, 1 TIM. iv. 16. 
This from the Words common Salvation, 

Thirdly, We may here remark in what 
Manner the common Salvation of Mankind 
ought to be promoted, that is to ſay, with 
Diligence. I gave all Diligence to write unto 
30u of the common Salvation; ſays my Text. 
Our Bleſſed Saviour calls the Preachers of 
the Goſpel Labourers in God's Harveſt, 
Mar. ix. 38. and a faithful Labourer 


ought always to be diligent, Preach the + 
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Mord, be inſtant in Seaſon, out of Seaſan, 
reprove, rebuke, exbort with all Long Suffer. 
ings and Doctrine, ſays St. Paul to Tims 
thy ; and in him to all Miniſters of the 


Goſpel, 2 Tim. iv. 2, And what the 


Prophet Jeremiah ſays upon another Occa. 
ſion, may as well be applied to a careleſs 
Preacher. Curſed is he that doeth the Work 
of the Lord deceitfully, or negligentiy; as 
the Word is rendred in the Margin, Jzs, 
XIviii, 10. This from the Word Dili 


gence. 


the Appellation which the Apoltle gives 


to the Chriſtians of theſe Times. The 


Faith which was once delivered unto the 
Saints, By the Saints are meant the Chri- 
ſtians who firſt received and made Profeſ- 


ſion of the Goſpel; who in thoſe Days 


almoſt univerſally led ſuch ſtrict, pure, 
and holy Lives, as to have the Name of 
Saints, ſanctiſied, or ſome ſuch Denomina- 


tion uſually given to them in the New 


Teſtament. O then! In this let us follow 
their Example: We have the ſame God, 
the ſame Saviour, the ſame Religion, the 
fame Hope of Salvation that they had. 


Let us then lead Holy Lives as they did, 


ſince we have the ſame Encouragement ſo 


to do. As our Bleſſed Saviour told the 
en 


Fourthly, We may here take Notice of 


Men of that . that the Men of 
Nineveh would riſe up in Judgment with 
them and condemn them (Mar. xii. 41.) 
ſo may we expect that the primitive Chri- 
ſtians will riſe up in Judgment with us and 
condemn us, if we degenerate from that ex- 
cellent Pattern which they ſet before us: 
For without Holineſs no Man fhall ſee the 
Lira, HEB. xii. 14. The primitive Chri- 
ſtians were Saints upon Earth, and we 
muſt be ſo too, if we expect to be Saints 


in Heaven, when this ſhort Life is at an 


End. This from the Word Saints. 
Having thus touched upon theſe four 


Obſervations, as proper Subjects for our 


private Meditation: From theſe Words I 


ſhall propoſe two Things to be more fully 


conſidered. 


Firſt, What it is which the Apoſtle here 


exborts us earneſtly to contend for. 
Secondly, What Sort of Contention it 1s 
which we are therein to make uſe of. Or, 


in other Terms, how it is that we are to 


contend, 


Touching the firſt of theſe, the Text 


tells us we are to contend, and that earneſt- 
ly, for the Faith which was once delivered 
unto the Saints, By the Saints 1 have al- 
ready told you, we are to underſtand the 
firſt Chriſtians 3 and from the Text itſelf 
we may plainly gather that by 10 "ow is 
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here meant whatſoever tends to our con- 
mon Salvation: That is to ſay, the true 
Chriſtian Religion whereby we all hope 
to be ſaved. For this true Faith and Re. 
ligion it is that we are earneſtly to contend; 


in one Spirit, with one Mind, ſtriving toge- 


ther for the Faith of the Goſpel, ſays St. 
Paul, Pail. i. 27. I need not ſtand to 
ſet forth the different Significations of the 
Word Faith, which are well known. Plain 
it is, that in my Text, as in ſome other 
Places of Scripture, it is put to denote the 
ſaving Doctrine of the Goſpel, or the 
Chriſtian Faith, as we uſually call it. 
But there is a remarkable Expreſſion in 


the Text, of which good Notice ought to 


be taken. It is not every Doctrine, which 
ſome Men have adopted into their Faith 
or Religion, that we are to contend for 
but that Doctrine or Faith alone, which 
was once delivered unto the Saints, that is 
to ſay to the firſt Chriſtians, - 


For the right underſtanding whereof, 


we mult remember that the Apoſtles were 


to teach nothing unto Men in order to 


their Salvation, but only what Chriſt had 
commanded them, teaching them (ſays Chriſt) 
to obſerve all Things whatſoever I have com- 


manded you, MAT. xxviii. 20. 


To enable them to do this, Chriſt gave 


them his Promiſe that he Holy Ghoſt ſhoula 


teach 


—- 
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1 
teach them all Things (that is, all that were 
neceſſary) and bring all Things to their Re. 
nembrance, whatſoever be had ſaid unto 
them, Jon. xiv. 26. 

The Apoſtles were faithful Stewards of 
the Truſt committed to them, 1 Cor, 
iv, 2. Wherever they preached the Goſ- 
pel, they kept back nothing that was profi- 
table, ACT xx. 20. But declared all the 
Council of God, 27. That is, all that 
God had made fs for Man's Sal va- 
vation. And when once the Apoſtles had 
thus preached the Goſpel, if they them- 
ſelves or an Angel from Heaven ſhould have 
taught any other Thing as Goſpel, than that 
which they had preached, let him be accurſed, 
ſays St. Paul, GaL. i. 8. 

From hence it manifeſtly follows that 
before we can lawfully contend for any par- 
ticular Doctrine, as being a Doctrine 
of Faith, we muſt be very ſure of two 


| Things. 


Fiſt, Thats that ſame Doctrine was 
taught by the Apoſtles to the firſt Chri- 
ſans for otherwiſe it can be no Part of 
the Faith which was once delivered to the 
daints, Whatſoever is at this Time neceſ- 
lary to Salvation, was alike neceſſary in 
the Days of the Apoſtles: Nor have any 
Men, or even the Angels i in Heaven any 

Power 
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Power to add to the Goſpel of Chriſt, az 


St. Paul expreſsly teaches. 
Secondly, We muſt alſo be ſure that the 
Apoſtles taught that ſame Doctrine, as 3 


Doctrine of Faith, and neceflary to Salva 


tion; or elſe we have no Warrant to con. 


tend for it. My Text directs us only 4 
contend for the Faith, and common Salus. 
Fon, 


In the Holy Scriptures, which the Apo- 
ſtles left with the Chriſtian Church, and 
in which we all own their Doctrine to be 
contained; in the Holy Scriptures, I ſay, 
there are many Truths uſeful to be known 
by thoſe who have the Opportunity of 
learning them; but yet not neceſſary to 
Salvation. There are alſo ſome Things bard 
o be underſtood, as St. Peter takes Notice, 
2 PET. iii. 16, Now it a Man be igno- 
rant of, or even miſtaken in ſome ſuch 
Things as theſe, provided that his Mi- 


ſtakes do not ariſe from ſome Perverſe- 


neſs or Fault of his own , can we imagine 


that our good and gracious God will lay 


ſuch Ignorance or Error which a Man 
cannot help to his Charge as a Crime! 
Let a Man read the Holy Scriptures with 


any Degree of Attention, and nothing 13 


more eaſy than to diſtinguiſh between 
thoſe Paſſages wherein our Duty and Sal- 


vation are concerned, and thoſe which 
| | contall 
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but the Holy Scriptures, 
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[4] 


contain Things of an inferior or other Na- 


ture. We ought indeed, in a due Man- 
ner to contend for thoſe of the former Sort; 
as being neceſſary to be rightly known 


and believed. But there is no Occaſion 


for our being zealous for our Opinions 
in the latter Sort, where Error or Igno- 
rance can have no ill Conſequence, pr, 
vided that Men would be humble and 
peaceable. - 

From what has been ſaid it manifeſtly 
appears how exceeding faulty the Church 
of Rome is, in contending, after the Man- 
ner ſhe does for ſuch Doctrines as if they 
were true (as molt evidently they are not) 
cannot yet be look*d upon as any Part of 
the Faith once delivered to the Saints, as 
2 never been taught by the Apo- 
ſtles. 

We have no Account (that can be de- 
pended on) of what the Apoſtles taught, 
Let them then 
be ſearched with the greateſt Diligence; 
and let any impartial Man ſhew if he can, 
that the Apoſtles taught the Romiſb Do- 
ctrines of Tranſubſtantiation, the Sacri- 
fice of the Maſs, the giving divine Wor- 
ſhip to the Hoſt, the Communion under 
one kind alone, the Invocation of Saints, 
the Worſhipping of Images and Relicks, 
Purgatory, the Pope's Supremacy, and = 

| tne 


r 


order to Salvation. And if the Belief of 


[48] 


the reſt of the Additions which that 
Church would impoſe upon us as Articles 
of the Chriſtian Faith. That all theſe 


Romiſh Doctrines are falſe, and ſome of 


them moſt abſurd and monſtrous, has 


often been proved to every Man that will 
not forfeit both his Reaſon and his Senſes, 


But even without entering into any De- 
bate about the Truth of them, it is enough 


for us to ſay they were never -taught by 


'the Apoſtles, and therefore can be no 


Part of the Faith which was once delivered 


o the Saints: For which Reaſon they 


ought to be rejected as unwarrantable 
Additions to the Goſpel. And yet the 
Church of Rome denies Salvation to all 


thoſe who refuſe to profeſs the Belief of 
theſe Doctrines, though in all other Re- 


ſpects they who refuſe theſe Additions, 


-appear to be good Chriſtians, 


But do not the Romaniſts pretend to 
bring Arguments from Scripture for theſe 
their Tenets ? I anſwer, ſome lame Ar- 


-guments (and very lame ones indeed) they 


pretend to draw, or rather drag from 


-Scripture, to prove the Truth of thele 
their Doctrines. But I never yet could 
meet with any of them who even attempt- 
ed, by any thing like an Argument to 


prove the Neceſſity of believing them in 


them 


— . — 
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them cannot be ſhewn to be neceſſary to 


Salvation; how can they be look'd upon 
as any Part of the Faith? Or why ſhould 
they be contended for? 

{ ſhall cloſe this Part of my Diſcourſe 
with thoſe moſt divine Words of St. Paul, 


which I wiſh were deeply imprinted upon - 


the Heart of every Chriſtian, 2 Tim. 
li. 22. Flee youthful Luſts, but follow Righ- 
teouſneſs, Faith, Charity, Peace with them 
that call on the Lord out of pure Heart, But 
fooliſh and unlearned Queſtions avoid, know- 


ing that they do gender Strifes. Every Que- 


tion, which has no Tendency to our Sal- 
vation, is with regard to Chriſtianity, 4 
fooliſh and unlearned Queſtion. 

Thus we may ſee what it is which the 
Apoſtle in my Text exhorts us earneſtly 
to contend for: It is the Faith which was 
once delivered unto the Saints, That is to 
lay, thoſe Things which the Apoſtles 


taught, as neceſſary to ihe cemmon Salva- 


tion, I come | 
In the ſecond Place, to ſhew what Sort 
of Contention it is which we are therein 
to make uſe of; or, in other Terms, how 
it is that we are to contend for this Faith. 
Earneſtiy to contend for the Faith, is to 


ſtrive and do all that is in our Power 
that true — may be propagated and 
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ſpread f abroad in the World. But too 


many Men have had Recourſe to unlaw. 
ful Ways of propagating their Religion, 
which we muſt carefully avoid. Even 
true Religion muſt not be promoted by 
Wicked Means. We muſt not do Evil that 


Good may come, ſays St. Paul, Rom. iii. 8. 


And if a Man alſo ſtrive for Maſteries, yet 
he is not crowned, except he ſtrive lawfully, 
2 Tin. M, 4 - | 
Too many Men there have been and 
are, who have taken up a Way of con- 


tending for their Faith, and propagating 


their Religion, however corrupt, by rai- 


ſing bitter Perſecution to the utmoſt of 


their Power, againſt all ſuch as refuſe to 
make Profeſſion of 1:. For which Purpoſe 
War (not defenſive, which may be lawful, 
but oifenſive:) War, I ſay, Croiſades, 
Maſſacres, Racks, Gibbets, Fire and Fag- 
got, Dragoons, and the Inquiſition have 
been made uſe of. Horreſco referens. Who 


can think of all this without Horror ? 


Perſecution may make a Man an Hy- 
pocrite, and ſo bring him to Damna- 
tion; but can never influence him to be 
a ſincere Profeſſor of any Religion what- 
ſoever; becauſe it does not convince his 
Underſtanding of any thing but the Cru- 


elty of the Perſecutors. 
Perſecu- 


( 57 ] 

Perſecution is directly contrary to the 
gentle Spirit of the Goſpel, which teaches 
us to* Love even our Enemies (Mar. 
v. 44.) and in Meekneſs to inſtrutft thoſe that 
oppoſe themſelves (2 T 1m. ii. 25.) He who 
calls himſelf a Chriſtian, and yet would 

rſecute others for their Religion, knows 
net what Manner of Spirit he is of, Luk. 
ix. 5, Perſecution then is not a lawful 
Way of contending for the Faith, as might 


much farther be proved if there were oc- 


caſion. 

Some Men ſeem to think that they 
contend for the Faith, when they earneſtly 
diſpute about ſuch Queſtions as the Wit 


of Man alone has mixed with Religion ; 


of which Thouſands of Inſtances might 
be given. But he Doctrine which is accord- 
ing 10 Goalineſs (as St. Paul calls it, 1 Tim. 
vi. 3.) that Doctrine which alone inſtructs 
us in the Way of Salvation, is eaſy to be 
underſtood as far as it is neceſſary to be 
believed. Religion is not to be made a 
Trial of our Wit and Subtilty, but of our 
Honeſty and Sincerity; and therefore we 
nave often warning given us againſt Philo- 
ſophy and vain Deceit, Cor. ii. 8. Againſt 
ſuch Things as miniſter Queſtions rather 
than godly ediſying, which is in Faith, 
1T1M, 1. 4. Againſt perverſe Diſputings, 
E 1 TIM. 
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1 Tim, vi. 5. and Science falſy 2 talled, 


y 20. Againſt teaching for Doctrines the 
Commandments (or Opinions) of Men, 


Mar. xv. 9. And againſt fooli/þ and un- 
learned Queſt ions, which we are directed to 
avoid, 2 TIM. ii. 23. If learned Men 


had always ſet themſelves to diſt inguiſn 


between thoſe Things which God has made 


neceſſary to be known in order to Salvati- 


on, and thoſe Things which are not alike 


neceſſary; how many fierce Diſputati- 


ons, how many Sects and Parties would this 
have prevented ? Some Men have thought 


they were contending for the Faith, when 
they were Inventing and ſpreading many 
Stories concerning their Saints or pre- 


tended Saints, and their Miracles, without 
any good Authority to ſupport ſuch Fa- 
bles; of which we have abundance of In- 


ſtances in the Legends and Lives of Saints 


(as they are called) ſo much eſteemed in the 
Church of Rome. There is great Reaſon 
to think that they who ſpread and up- 


hold ſuch fabulous Stories, have an Eye 


to their owu Gain; it being well known 
that hereby much Money, by Images, 
Relicks, and Pilgrimages, is brought into 
their Treaſures. But let us ſuppoſe them 


to have no other Deſign herein, but only 
to bring their W into an Admira- 


tion 
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tion of their Religion, and thereby into 
the Practice of it; yet ſurely it is un- 
awful to tell Lies for Religion; nor does 
the God of Truth (Dur. xxxii. 4.) allow 
us to talk deceitfully for him, Jos xiii. 7. 
And however theſe legendary Stories may 
impoſe upon ignorant People, to make 
them not truly religious, but ſuperſtiti- 
dos; yet it is certain that the more know- 
ing Men even of their own Church, do 
look upon them as ridiculous ; and that 
ſome of them deſpiſe even Religion itſelf, 
for their Sakes, 8 
Laſtly, Some there are who think they 
are contending for the Faith, when they 
give bitter and opprobious Language to 
thoſe who differ in Religion, or ſome- 
times it may be only in Opinion from 
them: Of which I wiſh there were not 
too many Inſtances in the- controverſial 
Writings of ſome of all Parties. All 
| Controverſies, eſpecially about Matters of 
Religion, ought to be managed with great 
Temper and Calmneſs. He who mixes 
Paſſion with his Arguments, thereby di- 
ſturbs the Mind of his Adverſary, and 
renders him the more unfit to be con- 
vinced, The Servant of the Lord muſt not 
ſrive, but be gentle unto all Men, apt to 
tack, patient, in Meekneſs inſtructing ”_ 
| 3 | _ that 
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that oppoſe themſelves, 2 TIM. 11. 24, 2 a 
Theſe are the Chief of the unlawful 
Ways that too many take in contending 
for what they call their Faith, Let us fee 
now what is the right Way of performing 
this Duty, which we ought to follow, 
Firſt then, It is manifeſt that he who 
contends rightly for the Faith, ought well 


to know what this Faith is, it being moſt . 


fooliſh for any Man to contend for what 
he is ignorant of. And this Faith, I have 
ſhewn from my Text, neither does nor 
ought to contain any more than what is 
neceſſary to the common Salvation, which 
1s theonly Aim of every good Chriſtian, 
Numberleſs Volumes have been writ- 
ten concerning Doctrines not neceſſary to 
Salvation ; and to ſuch a Writer we may 


well apply the Words of our Bleſſed Sa- 
viour to Martha: Thou art careful and 


troubled about many Things, but one Thing is 
needful, Luk. x. 41. I deny not but that 
ſome of theſe Books which are ſoberly 
written, may be read with Profit, to guard 


us againſt ſundry Errors, whereby ſome 


Men endeavour to corrupt Religion; but 
that which alone is truly zcedful, and 
which we ought always to keep in View, 
is What is that Faith which was once 
delivered unto the Saints? What " 

| 7; | ce thoſe 


| [ 55 ] 
« thoſe Things which Chriſt and his A- 
« poſtles taught to be neceſſary for the 
« common Salvation £*? He who has fo 
much Religion as will ſecure his eternal 
Salvation, and thereby gives Diligence to 
make his Calling and Election ſure (2 Pet. 
; 10.) needs not give himſelf much Trou- 
ble about many other Queſtions which 


have been and are wholly diſputed a- 


mong Chriſtians, Let any Man, even of 
2 common Capacity, read and ſtudy the 
Holy Scriptures with this View; and it 
will be very eaſy for him there to diſco- 
yer what are thoſe Things which God 
requires from us all, in order to our Sal- 
vation, and to diſtinguiſh them from other 
Things of an inferior or other Nature; 
25 I have already ſaid. 
Secondly, He that would rightly con- 
tend for the Faith ought to be well in- 
formed upon what this Faith 1s grounded. 


For no wiſe or good Man will ever con- 


tend for a Belief or Opinion which he 
looks upon to be groundleſs ; and where 
Man knows no Ground for any Thing, 
it is the ſame Thing to him as if it had 
none. 

The Grounds by which the Chriſtian 
Fith, or Religion is ſupported, are clear 
Reaſon and divine Revelation. The Being, _ 
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CT. 
of God with his Attributes, and all the 
moral Part of Religion, which contains 
our Duty to God, to ourſelves, and to 
all other Men, are clearly made knoun, 
and even demonſtrated to us by Reaſon, 
and farther confirmed by Revelation. The 
poſitive Parts of Religion, ſuch as the 
Doctrines of the Bleſſed Trinity, of our 
Redemption by Jeſus Chriſt, of the Re. 
ſurrection from the Dead, of Baptiſm, 
and of the Lord's Supper, are mad: 

known and proved to us by Revelation 
alone; which Revelation is contained in 
the Holy Scriptures. And that this iz 
truly a divine Revelation, is beyond Que 
ſtion proved unto us by the many Pro 
pheſies which were wrought for the Con 
firmation of it: Of all which we have E 
vidence beyond all reaſonable Exception 
from the Teſtimony of the Apoſtles, and 
others who were Eye- Witneſſes of the 
Miracles and other Facts ſet forth, an 
laid down their Lives for this their Teſti 
mony, is fully ſhewn in many excellen 
Diſcourſes that have been written in the 
Defence of Chriſtianity, and ſome of the 

adapted to every common Capacity. 
Thirdly, Since to contend for the Faith | 
to ſtrive and endeavour to our Power tba 
true Religion may be N a 
preal 
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ſpread abroad in the World ; hence it 


follows that every one who would do this 
as he ought, ſhould be ready always (up- 


on proper Occafions) o give an Anſwer to 


every Man that aſketh bim a Reaſon of the 
Hoge that is in him: As St. Peter directs, 
1 PET, iii. 13. That is to fay, a Reaſon 
why he hopes to be faved in that Faith 
or Religion which he profeſſes; which it 
will be no hard Matter for him to do, if 
he underſtands the plain and reaſonable 
Grounds upon which he embraces Chriſti- 
8 

Diſputation indeed is an Art; for want 
of Skill therein, a Man who has Truth on 
his Side may often be baffled by a cun- 
ning Sophiſter. It is not therefore every 
Man that muſt ſet up for a Diſputant in 
Religion. But when ever a Man is pro- 
perly called upon to ſhew the Grounds 
and Reaſons of his Faith, he ought to be 


ready to do it in the beſt Manner he can, 


to the Glory of God, and the Edifica- 
tion of his Neighbour, 

Fourthly, We whom God's Providence 
has called to the Office of the Miniſtry, 
ought in a particular Manner as long as 
we are able, to contend for the Faith, by 
Preaching and Teaching it to the People. 
| need not quote particular Paſſages of 

FF - Holy 
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Holy Scripture to thoſe who are every 


Day converſant in it. It is our Duty (as 


I have already ſaid) 70 preach the Word, ty 


be inſtant in Seaſon, out of Seaſon ; to re- 
prove, rebuke, and exhort with all Long 


Suffering and Doctrine. We muſt avad 
fooliſh and unlearned Queſtions, and only 
endeavour to make thoſe who hear us wie 
undo Salvation, through Faith which is in 
Chriſt Feſus (2 TIM. iii. 15.) for which 
End and Purpoſe we muſt teach hoe why 
have believed in God, Io be careful to maintain 
good Works, T1T. iii. 8. Much more 
might be added to the ſame Purpoſe, but 
to you (my Brethren) it 1s needleſs. 
Only one Thing more I cannot omit, 
which is, that as often as we aſcend the 


Pulpit, we ſhould not look upon our- 


ſelves as Orators, or Philoſophers, or 
Perſons coming there only to perform an 
Exerciſe; but as the Meſſengers of God 
to the People. And therefore that as all 
our Diſcourſes from thence ought to be 
agreeable to Reaſon, which is God's Voice 
by Nature, and to Holy Scripture, which 
is the Voice of the ſame God by Revela- 


tion; ſo ſhould they be delivered in ſuch 


a grave and and authoritative Manner, as 
may be agreeable ro the Office which we 


bear, and may ſhew that we are in earneſt. 


in 
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in what we are doing. That Clergy- 
man has much to anſwer for, who by a 
cold, indiſtinct, unconcerned, or careleſs 
Delivery, renders a well compoſed, ra- 
tional, and ſcriptural Sermon in a great 
Meaſure ineffectua!; let us all ſeriouſly 


conſider this. 


Laſtly, My Text ſufficiently ſuggeſts to 
us, that 1t 1s the Duty of every one of us, 


J 3 we have Ability and Opportunity, ear- 


reſtly to contend for the Faith which was 
once delivered to the Saints, Parents ought 


to train up their Children in the 


Way 


wherein they ſhould go, that when they are 
da they may not depart from it, PRov. 
xxii, 6, They who have the Care of 


Youth committed to them, ought 
to inſtruct them in Virtue and Piety, 
from the Time of Childhood they may 
be Holy Scriptures, which are able to 
them wiſe unto Salvation, 2 TIM. iii 


Maſters of Families ought to take 


early 

that 
know 
make 
1 
Care 


that their Honſe, as well as themſelves, 


foruld ſerve the Lord, Jos. xxiv. 


Neighbours ſhould exhort one another, 


= 
while 


i 1s called to Day, leſt any be hardned through © 


the Deceitfulneſs of Sin, HEB. iii. 13 


and 


ſhould conſider one another to provoke unto 
Live, and to good Works, HEB. x. 24. 


Theſe Things are ſo well known t 


hat I 
need 


[ 60 } 
need not ſpend Time in proving of them, 
And ſince Faith without Worksis dead (Jau. 
ii. 26.) nor does any Thing upon Earth 
tend more to promote true Religion, than 
Holineſs of Life in thoſe who profeſs it, 
it ought to be our conſtant Care to let our 
Light ſo ſhine before Men, that they ſeeing 
our good Works may follow our Example, 
and thereby glorify our Father which is in 
Heaven, MaT. v. 16. Which that we 
may all do as becometh good Chriſtians, 
God of his Mercy grant, for the Sake 
of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, Amen, 


DR DGEE_CS) 7 8 22 
x . — < — 0 P ' 

RAC NT © JS 7 * 

A „ >) r 2 

as — Lt 2 On) i SIND Sw" x > a 


it, IA Catalogue of Books, written for Pro- 
noting CHRISTIAN Knowledge 
and Practice in all Sorts of People. By 
the moſt reverend Dr. EDWARDSYNGE, 
Lord Archbiſhop of Tuam in Ireland. 


Printed for THomas TRVYFH (Succeſſor to 
the late Mr. RIi HARD WILLIAMsON) 
Bookſeller near Gray's- Inn-Cale in Hol- 


hourn. 


LI LAIN Inſtructions for the Young and Ignorant, - 
comprized in a ſhort and eaſy Expofition of the 
Church Catechiſm , adapted to the Underſtanding and 
Memory of the meaneſt Capacity. The ſeventh Edition. 
Price 34. or 205. per Hundred. „ 
II. Some fhort and eaſy Directions for ſpending one 
Day well, by which (if every Day carefully obſerved) a 
n may be much enabled through God's Grace, to ſpend 
his whole Life well. The fixth Edition. Price 1 4. or 
bi, per Hundred. | be | 
III. An Effay towards making the Knowledge of Re- 
gion eaſy to the meaneſt Capacity: Being a ſhort and 
pain Account of the Doctrines and Rules of Chriſtianity. 
The ſixth Edition. Price 24 or 125. per Hundred. 
1V. An Anſwer to all the Excuſes and Pretences that 
len ordinarily make for their not coming to the Holy 
Communion; to which is added, A Brief Account of the 
:n4and Dcfign of the Holy Communion, the Obligaticnꝝ 
orecave it, and the Behaviour of ourſelves bork at ard 
i 1*, The fourteenth Edition. Price 3 d. er 20 5. 
tt Hundred, 


V. A 


. ——— 1 
1 * 
8 1 

> A on 


: SES 
* 
> © i 


— by 
*. a 


, ” 
4 
x 7 
- 
FA * 


: — OE BT ns 
* +. — N RR — n 
” 1 * 


* 
— — 

Ze EOS 

"1 40; 

"" $8: 4% 43; 

LEI * : 
he 


The fecond Edition. 


V. A Help to the Devout Performance of Pringe 


Prayer. Price 19. or 65. per Hundred. ( 


VI. Some Rules for the Conduct of Human Life, ſheyw. | 
ing the Way of Living: 1 Wiſely. 2 Harmoniouſly, lf : 
3 Peaceably and Quietly. 4 In Buſineſs. 5 In much Byj. 

"neſs. 6 In the Intervals of Buſineſs, 7 In Travel. Price 


3 d. or 20s. per Hundred. i ; 
VII. The Way to Eternal Salvation plainly pointed out, Wl 
Price 2 d. or 12 5 per Hundred. 
VIII. St. Paul's Deſcription of his own Religion opened I 
and explained. The ſecond Edition. Price 3 d. or 20;, 
per Hundred. | | 5 
IX. The True Churchman ſet in a juſt and clear Light, W p 
or an Eſſay towards a right Character of a Faithful Son of 
2 Eſtabliſh'd Church. Price 4d. or 1 J. 55. per Hun- Ml C 
red. | ES, 
X. The Rule of Sclf-Examination, or the only Way M 
of bzniſhing Doubts and Scruples, and directing the I p 
— Conſcience in the ſatisfactory Practice of all Chriſtian Wl P 
Duties. The ſecond Edition. Price 44. or 1/, 55, ber 
Hundred. | th 
XI. A Plain and Eaſy Method, whereby a Man of mo- * 
derate Capacity may arrive at full Satisfaction: To which 
is added a Paraphraſe on St. Athanaſins's Creed. The ſe- fr 


cond Editition. Price 6 d. or 5 s. per Dozen. 

XII. A Perſuaſive to the Study of the Holy Scriptures 
in a Letter to a ſober Gentleman of the Church of Rome. 
Price 64. or 5. per Dozen. ; Ie 

XIII. Catholick Chriſtianity, or an Eſſay towards 
leſſening the Number of Controverſies among Chriſtians. 
Price 64. or 5 s. per Dozen. 
XIV. A Brief Diſcourſe of the Fundamentals of Chri- 
flianity; and the uſe that is to be made of them. With 

an Appendix, in which, from the Principles laid down 
or ſuggeſted in the Diſcourſe, an Anſwer is given to 
three important Queſtions; the Determination whereo! 
would much conduce to the reſtoring Communion be- 
tween different Churches. Price 64. or 5 s. per Dozen. 

XV. Religion tried by the Teſt of Sober and Im- 
partial Reaſon. Price 6d. or 5 5. per Dozen. 

XVI. The true Natwie of an Oath. Price 1 4. or 


Gs. per Hundred, 
s. per Hun 1.4 
Nin 


: | N 
KvIL A Charitable Addreſs to all who are of de 
Communion of the Church of Rome. Price 13. 

XVIII. An Anſwer to two Objections made againſt” 
the Charitable Addreſs. Price 6 4. 

XIX. Free thinking in Matters of Religion Stated- 
and Recommended. The ſecond Edition. Price 4d. 

XX. The Authority of the Church in- Matters of 
Religion. The ſecond Edition. Price 64. 

XXI. Eternal Salvation the only End and Deſign of 
Religion. Price 3 d. | 

XXII. The Divine Authority of Church Govern- 
ment and Epiſcopacy Stated and Aſſerted upon Princi- 
des common to all Chriſtians. Price 4 d. 

XXIII. A Sermon preached before the Houſe of 
Commons at St. Andrew's Church Dublin, October 23. 
1711, Price 3 d. 

Way XXIV. The Wiſdom of being Religious. A Sermon 
the I preach'd at the Caſtile Chapel in Dublin, Feb. 20. 1702. 
ſtian WM Price 3 d. | 
„ per XXV. Honeſty the Beſt Policy; an Eſſay concerning 

the true Way of Rendering a Nation Happy, and its Go- 
mo- rernment Firm and Laſting. Price 2 d. 
hich XXVI. A Gentleman's Religion, in Three Parts: The 
e (c- WF fit contains the Principles of Natural Religion; the 
ſecond and third the Doctrines of Chriſtianity, both as 
tures Wl to Faith hd Practice. With an Appendix, wherein it 
dome. is proved, that nothing contrary to our Reaſon can 
I pollibly, be the Object of our Belief; but that it is no 
vards WM juſt Exception againſt ſome of the Doctrines of Chri- 
ian. I Fiavity, that they are above our Reaſon. The fixth, 
Edition. Price 28. 


With N. B. The before mentioned Archbiſhop Synge 8 Tracts 
lown may be had bound together 1 in three neat Pocket Vo- 
en to lumes. 


N Speedily wil be publiſh'd by the came acer 


en. An Eſſay on Fooliſh Queſtions, Another on Contending for 
| Im- MW Faith, Being two Viſitation Sermons. 


Where 


>... 


84 wt nnd 
e 


* ac 


7 


ER a IDEs as , 
COT TP ˙¹Ü¹ ns. ay ro a; 


an. — 
» Sa. — I 6 — — 
— 2 $f 7275 


-— - +» vero 


ON IE TEE In 


* g 8 
- =” = 1 & . „ * 
1282 o ———K⸗ 2 OC ˙ q — — 


SEE EB. Lon. LE; Wi 


— 


0 


mY 
og bg We, 3 — 


* fre 4 * 
— — r 


Where alſo may be had, 7 
A Compendious View of the Religion of Nature Je. 


Jomnd:; Being an Abridgment of Mr. Moolaſtoms Tres. 


tiſe under that Title. To Which is added an Appendix con-. 
cerning the Chriſtian Religion. 


Nen ſordidus Auctor Naturæ Verique. Hon. 
ed ſumma ſequar Faſiigia Rerum. Vine 


The W Edition Corrected. Price 2 5. 


Likewiſe are ſold very cheap, 


All Sorts of Bibles, Common Prayer Books, Teſta- 
ments, Spelling Books, Pſalters, and School Books. 
Books of the neweſt Kind in Law, Hiſtory, Ty 


Mathematicks, Divinity, c. 
Alſo Stationary Goods. 


_— — * _— — — 


2 
- 


London, Printed for THOMAS TRYE near 2 &- Im 
Gate in Habourn. 


